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Kia ora Parents, Caregivers & Whānau, 

We have been abundantly blessed with the wonderful
winter weather we have been having for the last few
weeks, even if it makes for some chilly mornings. 
Three weeks have flown by and now we are entering into
week 4 - our Golfland Campus Hosanna week. 
While we always dedicate time at school for prayer,
worship and growing in God’s word, this week is filled
with activities and special assemblies so that we can
collectively lift up the name of Jesus and shout
Hosanna! We especially look forward to our full campus
assembly on Friday morning. This will be our first time all
together in the hall for an assembly this year and will
make for some wonderful praise and worship time
together. 

Last week our Year 8's had the first Tiritiri Matangi trip,
and all we have heard was good things about it. I’m sure
group 2 is excited for this Friday. It was great to hear Mrs
Nadine Seymour share with me that the guides on Tiritiri
Matangai were especially impressed with the good
behaviour and respect of our students. Ka pai year 8's!

Tomorrow night (Tuesday 11  August) there is an open
evening for any and all Year 8 and 9 students, held at  
the Botany Campus. This is a time for Year 9's to hear
about the opportunities they will have next year. We
have also extended the invitation to Year 8's so that they
can see the exciting opportunities which will come when
they get in to Year 10. All are welcome - no registration is
required.

th

Ngā mihi nui, God bless,
Mr Michael McKenzie 
Deputy Principal

Thursday 27  August th

Mufti day
Fundraising for the Tony McClean

Nepal Trust

Tuesday 11  Augustth

Year 8 and 9 Botany Campus Open
Evening

7pm - Botany Campus Auditorium
No registration required

T E R M  3  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Friday 14  August th

Year 8 Tiritiri matangi Island trip for
Group 2

Week 4 - Hosanna Week
Golfland Campus will be having a
Hosanna week from Monday 10

August to Friday 14  August. This is a
week of special activities, panel
discussions and a full Campus

Special Assembly on Friday morning.

th
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Thursday 20  August th

Elim Christian College Cultural Night
An evening celebrating the cultural
groups at our Botany Campus, all

welcome to attend.
6pm in the Elim Church Auditorium.



Botany Campus Open Evening
For students and parents of Year 8 and 9 students

 

As part of our transition programme for students in Year 9 (and for those
interested in Year 8) we will host an open evening at the Botany campus.
There will be an opportunity to hear from school leaders about the
subjects, sports teams, cultural and musical groups that are available for
students on this campus. There will also be a chance to go on a tour and
have a look in classrooms and learning spaces.

All are welcome to attend - there is no need to register

Botany Campus Auditorium

Tuesday 11  August 7pm - 8:00pmth



As you may be aware, the New Zealand government has set the target for schools to reach an
attendance rate of 80% attendance for students -  90% of each term by the year 2030,
nationwide. 

As part of this response, the school is responsible for carefully tracking attendance and
informing families about absence rates. One guideline from the government for schools to do
this is by Stepped Attendance Response Letters. 

A stepped attendance letter informs a family that the school is aware that a student has reached
a certain level of absence. The letter also has various suggestions of steps forward. The ministry
has requested a letter to be sent to a family when a child has had 5, 10 and 15 days absence
during a term.

Please note that these letters are automatically sent out form our student management system
once your child has reached one of their absence thresholds.

If you have informed the school of absences, for whatever reason, our student management
system will count it towards the absence tally.

The government is very clear about what is considered an Explained (Justified) absence and an
Explained (Unjustified) absence, however any absence from school is likely to impact a
student’s learning progress.

If students are missing school due to frequent medical absences, a member of our Senior
Leadership will make contact with parents / caregivers.  Our aim is to offer assistance, if
required, to ensure there are no barriers to your child returning to school.

As stated in the STAR emails, attendance has a direct impact on achievement and engagement
at school. As a school, it is our responsibility to ensure that we are doing everything we can to
make sure our students are thriving in their academic journey.

To achieve at school, students need to be at school, and as a school, we are committed to
working with your family and your child.
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MATHEMATICS ACROSS YEARS 7-9MATHEMATICS ACROSS YEARS 7-9

WHEN IS THE RIGHT TIME TO LEARN ABOUT TIME?WHEN IS THE RIGHT TIME TO LEARN ABOUT TIME?
Try solving this word problem with your family to test your 

knowledge of hours and days!

Our Year 8 and 9 students have been
diving into algebra recently. A classic
question raised since the 1900s and
still popular today is, “Why am I
learning this? I'll never use it!” While
that might feel true at times, I often
remind our Middle Years students that
these curriculum standards are
designed to equip this generation to
engage fully and successfully with
society. Scripturally, Luke 2:52 (KJV)
tells us: "And Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favour
with God and man." As believers,
pursuing wisdom and putting effort
into our education or careers is a
powerful way to glorify God. If Jesus
spent time learning and growing
before beginning his ministry at the
age of 30, it reminds us that learning
is a lifelong journey - so there's plenty
of time for parents to sharpen their
maths skills, too!

This week, our Year 7 students have been
learning to convert between seconds,
minutes, hours and days. With challenging
real-world problems at hand, we’re hoping
students half past, so they could one day
earn a buck or maybe a quarter to...



Two of our Year 8 students, Georgiana Claydon and Caris Boddington attended the Rogaine
Orienteering Championships yesterday 14th June out at Woodhill Forest and the ARC park
surrounding the Muriwai Golf Course. 
Rogaine is a form of cross-country navigation, or orienteering, in which individuals or teams visit
as many checkpoints/controls as possible within a given time limit. For this event, the time limit
is 90 minutes.
Participants travel on foot, navigating by map and compass. Instead of following a defined
course, the controls may be visited in any order. Each control is allocated different points which
are acquired by competitors through visiting the control.
The competitor(s) in each category and grade with the highest score wins! In the case of equal
points, the quickest times will determine placings.

Caris placed 7th and Georgiana 8th in the Y7/8 Girls category. Well done girls! 

SPORTS IN THE MIDDLE YEARSSPORTS IN THE MIDDLE YEARS

ROGAINE ORIENTEERING EVENTROGAINE ORIENTEERING EVENT

YEAR 7 AND 8 CROSS COUNTRYYEAR 7 AND 8 CROSS COUNTRY
Last week we held our annual Cross Country event for our Year 7 and 8's. We were blessed
with stunning weather and thankfully because it hadn’t rained much over the previous weeks,
there wasn’t too much mud!
Every student in Year 7 and 8 ran the course set out in the Corta Bella Place reserve and the
Frank Nobilo Park Reserve. It was great to see the enthusiasm and cheering as everyone ran,
or walked, the 3 kilometre course. 
Well done to all students who gave it their all, tried to better their previous score, or ran to
support their mates. Thank you to Mrs Borthwick and team for all the organisation of the event.
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