Elim Christian College

14 March 2024
Dear Parents/Caregivers
ESOL in the Middle Years

Elim Christian College is blessed to be a multicultural school and we celebrate our diversity and the richness that it adds
to our school community. This means that many students in our school community have a birth language other than
English. It is a Ministry of Education provision to support students who are identified as needing this type of language
support.

There are many advantages to being bi/multilingual in society today. Here are a few:

Communicating with a wide range of people within families and across generations.

Being able to read and write in more than one language opens up new literature, traditions and ideas.

Being bi/multilingual often fosters greater understanding and acceptance of other cultures and ways of being.
Being able to speak two languages makes it easier to learn additional languages.

Being able to speak another language increases cognitive function.

At Elim, we provide ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) to eligible students who speak English as their
second language. Our ESOL program aims to help ELLs ( English Language Learners) develop the English language skills
necessary to succeed at school and in their life beyond school. ESOL is part of an academic achievement program that
aims to prepare students to be successful in the co-requisite exam in Year 10 and to prepare our students for future
NCEA success.

Being part of the ESOL group does not mean that your child has a problem with English, or that your child needs to
perform better at school. Many of our ELLs have strong social language skills but may start to fall behind academically if
their academic English language skills are not fostered. Academic English is acquired after social English and is needed by
students to achieve at school. Research shows that it may take seven to ten years for an ELL to develop academic English
proficiency.

Your child will receive two periods of ESOL instruction per week, with lessons targeted at developing their academic
language (reading and writing ) skills. This process aims to develop proficiency so that ESOL students will experience
success in the co-requisite assessments in year 10.

Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child's ESOL teacher.
Kind Regards

Mrs Mandy Heim
Deputy Principal Middle Years
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Elim Christian College

14 Maart 2024
Liewe Ouers/Versorgers
ESOL in die Middel Jare

Elim Christian College is geseénd om 'n multikulturele skool te wees en ons vier ons diversiteit en die rykdom wat dit tot
ons skoolgemeenskap toevoeg. Dit beteken dat baie studente in ons skoolgemeenskap 'n ander geboortetaal as Engels
het. Dit is 'n bepaling van die Ministerie van Onderwys om studente te ondersteun wat geidentifiseer word dat hulle
hierdie tipe taalondersteuning benodig.

Daar is baie voordele daaraan verbonde om twee-/veeltalig in die samelewing vandag te wees. Hier is 'n paar:

Kommunikeer met 'n wye verskeidenheid mense binne gesinne en oor generasies heen.

e Omin meer as een taal te kan lees en skryf, maak nuwe literatuur, tradisies en idees oop.

e Om twee-/meertalig te wees, bevorder dikwels groter begrip en aanvaarding van ander kulture en maniere van
wees.

e Om twee tale te kan praat, maak dit makliker om addisionele tale aan te leer.

e Om 'n ander taal te kan praat, verhoog kognitiewe funksie.

By Elim verskaf ons ESOL (Engels vir sprekers van ander tale) aan kwalifiserende studente wat Engels as hul tweede taal
praat. Ons ESOL-program is daarop gemik om ELL's (Engelse taalleerders) te help om die Engelse taalvaardighede te
ontwikkel wat nodig is om sukses op skool en in hul lewe na skool te behaal. ESOL is deel van 'n akademiese
prestasieprogram wat daarop gemik is om studente voor te berei om suksesvol te wees in die medevereiste eksamen in
Jaar 10 en om ons studente voor te berei vir toekomstige NCEA-sukses.

Om deel te wees van die ESOL-groep beteken nie dat jou kind 'n probleem met Engels het, of dat jou kind beter op skool
moet presteer nie. Baie van ons ELL'e het sterk sosiale taalvaardighede, maar kan akademies begin agter raak as hul
akademiese taalvaardighede nie bevorder word nie. Akademiese taal word na sosiale taal aangeleer en word deur
studente benodig om op skool te presteer. Navorsing toon dat dit sewe tot tien jaar kan neem vir 'n ELL om akademiese
taalvaardigheid te ontwikkel.

Jou kind sal twee periodes van ESOL-onderrig per week ontvang, met lesse wat daarop gemik is om hul akademiese
taalvaardighede te ontwikkel. Hierdie proses het ten doel om vaardigheid te ontwikkel sodat ESOL-studente sukses in
die opkomende medevereiste vir die eksamen in jaar 10 sal ervaar.

As ouer/versorger is die beste manier om jou kind te ondersteun deur aan te hou om hul eerste/erfenistaal by die huis te
gebruik en te ontwikkel. Indien u enige verdere vrae het, moet asseblief nie huiwer om u kind se ESOL-onderwyser te
kontak nie.

Vriendelike groete
Mev Mandy Heim
Adjunkhoof Middel Jare



