Elm Christian College
14 May 2020

Kia Ora parents
PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE — INCLUDING RETURNING TO SCHOOL INSTRUCTIONS FOR BOTANY CAMPUS

This update is being published in English and Chinese. For the Chinese language version please scroll
to the end of this document.

Elim Christian College reopens for ‘safe and sensible’ face to face learning this coming Monday 18
May under Alert Level 2. We will be calm, we won’t rush, we will operate with a deep and honouring

respect and we be look after the most vulnerable.

In this newsletter you will find ‘start back to school’ instructions tailored for the campus your children
attend. Please first take a look at this little video, it is fun and well made.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZvtoVrykb8&feature=youtu.be

As a school we have two initial aims for our return to school: (1) that we assure you as parents that
we are taking all reasonable steps regarding health and hygiene and (2) that we take care and time to
look after student and staff emotional needs as collectively we reconnect with on site life! | believe
we will do this exceptionally well.

Thank you to those parents who have indicated through our survey that they have some reticence
about sending their child immediately back to school. That’s ok and we respect that. We have a few
staff not returning immediately either. Your responses help us to get teacher-student ratios as right
as they can be for next week.

We are planning one week at a time - we will review our operation, our staffing levels and also the
number of students still learning from home. We will continue to be guided by the MOE and MOH.

If your child is staying at home, we will endeavour to continue distance learning. The challenge of face
to face and distance means it won’t be easy but with grace on both sides we are aiming for the best.
We appreciate your support in this.

Back at school, we will have a new safer normal, we will be vigilant, but life will be great. The
playground will be open and learning spaces will be carefully managed for terrific engagement of all
age groups. There will be no large gatherings of any description. Staff and students will continue our
superb online assemblies. Because we are cautious please note the following:

o No parents or any other potential visitors will be allowed on site. This is non-negotiable but
will be part of our weekly review

e Each student must bring their own sanitiser in their bag. Additionally, we will have sanitiser in
all learning spaces and bathrooms

e All campuses have been thoroughly cleaned and will continue to be cleaned daily by both our
cleaners and by teaching staff

e Staff may choose to wear gloves, masks and other protective clothing. They will be sanitising
often each day and ensuring they follow stringent health and hygiene protocols


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZvtoVrykb8&feature=youtu.be

e All students must follow correct procedures for start times and for accessing their campus.
There will be clear signage

e [f your child is sick, please don’t send them to school. If we think they are sick or they become
sick, we will ask you to collect them immediately.

e School buses are sanitised twice a day. Hand sanitiser will be available for each student to use
as they board the vehicle. Students will not be seated close to the driver and although physical
distancing is not practicable on school buses, it's a controlled environment where contact
tracing can take place if required.

e In an emergency requiring an early pick up you are requested to phone the school (09)
5380368

e School water fountains are not available, so students are to bring their own drink bottles filled
at home with enough water to last the day.

e Please clean your child’s keyboard and other device surfaces regularly

Uniforms

Please note, all students are expected to return in full regulation school uniform, no exceptions. We
expect uniforms to be clean, tidy and mended. Because it is now Term 2, the school scarf can be worn
and primary students can if they wish, choose to wear the specific winter items as outlined in the
student manual and website. Under garments should not be visible.

There will not be any mufti days until we have permission to collect cash.
Here is some great fun that took place during distance learning:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L7A1hhwuoPgWANopinyg7NXoxdFIO3g0O/view?usp=sharing

"You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you." Isaiah
26:3
God bless you all and we can’t wait to see students on Monday.

Botany Campus Student return to school instructions:

In order for us to assist in a calm and safe return to school, we are asking for parents to drop and go
with their children. This will facilitate no additional adults on site and minimise sign-ins of parents on
site to assist in potential contract tracing in the future.

All students are requested to bring hand sanitiser for their personal use during break times. The
school will make sanitiser available in each classroom and used at every entry and exit to the
classroom.

Start Time and finish time as normal

Entry: Only students and staff at BC permitted on site, no parents or visitors

Student cars continue to park on the road, no parking in the church carpark

Students- everyone MUST enter and exit through the green pedestrian gate and walk past admin
block. No one enters through a carpark. Late comers will be followed up by Whanau leaders.
Student Pick Up: parents to remain inside their cars in the carpark.

Students are not to bring personal sports gear to school for hygiene reasons

Nga mihi

Regards

Murray Burton MNZM
B.Ed Dip Tchg PRINCIPAL
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